
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 26 August 2004] 

 p5745d-5746a 
Ms Jaye Radisich 

 [1] 

CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [12.54 pm]:  National Children’s Book Week 2004 from 21 to 27 August is 
run by the Children’s Book Council of Australia, whose aims are to foster children’s enjoyment of books.  I 
think Children’s Book Week is a wonderful celebration of reading, learning and education generally, and I am 
pleased to be able to participate and contribute to this celebration within my electorate.  

This year I have chosen to donate a book to some of the local school libraries in my electorate, which I must say 
is one of my most pleasant duties as a member of Parliament.  I enjoy visiting the schools and touching base with 
teachers and students.  Last year, I chose Scoot, Scoot, Bandicoot by local author Karen Treanor, which was 
written for junior primary school students and was very well received.  This year I have chosen for upper 
primary school students a book called Secrets in the Tingle Forest by Louise Schofield.  Louise is also a resident 
of Swan Hills.  She deserves special commendation for this work, which was short-listed for the Western 
Australia Young Readers Book Awards.  That is an excellent achievement given that finalists are voted for by 
young readers from across the State.  The book, which has a local flavour, considers the themes of family and the 
environment.  In particular, it looks at the complex issues relating to old-growth forests in the south west of the 
State, which I am very pleased to say the Gallop Government has protected for future generations to enjoy.   

The book has a special local link.  It notes that the Bibbulmun Track passes through Mundaring, continues down 
south and eventually passes through the tingle forests of Walpole, which is the setting for Louise’s novel.  
Louise’s work has touched many students throughout the electorate.  The kids at Parkerville Primary School can 
visit the location of the book during their camping trip to the south west.  Hopefully none of the Parkerville kids 
will get lost in the forest, as the character Sharnie does.  Students from Herne Hill Primary School are very lucky 
to have the opportunity to meet Louise Schofield in person next week.   
 


